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FOR THE INQUIRER. 
“ 411 effects are analogous to their causes.” 
Mr. Lisher,— 

The sentiment contained in the above 
quotation, is undedbtedly founded in fact ; 
and did we oftener assume it as a guide in 
our theological investigations, we might 
avoid many gross, and perhaps even fatal 
errors. Hence when any religious opinion 
is advanced which is said to be drawn from 
the sacred scriptures, I can often very rea- 
dily ascertain its character, by observing 
its influence on the practice of its advocates. 
Let us examine the doctrine of Universal- 
ism by this test, and learn its character and 
origin. But it may be proper in the first 
place, to state its leading principle, that the 
reader may judge whether it would be like- 
ly to produce such effects as are ascribed to 
it. ‘This doctrine teaches mankind, that 
by the general atonement, which Christ has 
made for their sins, their final salvation and 
happiness are absolutely and wacondition- 
ally secured to them, and do not in the least 
depend upon any degree of exertion or 
kind of practice which may be used on 
their part ; that the notion of a future pu- 
nishment is a mere bugbear of superstition 
and fanaticism, is supported more by preju- 
dice, than reason or scripture, and with pre- 
judice must eventually fall ; that they may 
therefore set their minds forever at rest on 
the subject of their future state ; for all will 
be well beyond the grave. Such is the lan- 
guave which universalism addyesses to man- 
kind, whatever be their character or con 


dition ; and is it possible there isa man of 


ten years experience in the world, who 
could be ata loss in predicting ils inifu- 
ence upon the human heart ? 

Let us fora moment look abroad among 
the abetiors of that doctrine. What is their 
ceneralcharacter? Itis a notorious fact,that 


they constitute by far the majority of that | 


class of the community who are considered 
victous and immoral. Who has not seen the 
smile of exultation and triamph kindling in 
the countenance of the drunkard, the de- 
bauchee, the murderer or blasphemer, 
whilst he sat listening to the soul-consoling 
news : “ Fear not,” you may rest assured, 
that nothing but peace and happiness await 








you in the regions of immortality At ‘his 
declaration, these characters are recruited 
with new courage, and supplied with an 
antidote which defies the stings of a viola- 
ted conscience. They rush on with fear- 
less intrepicity in their course of iniquity, 
and finally, O, my God, thou knowest their 
fearfal end ! 
(To be coneluded in our next.) 
REMARKS. 

Our limits will not permit us to insert 
the whole of the communication of which 
the above is a partin one number. We 
have therefore concluded to publish a part 
of it, and accompany it with an answer. 

We certainly regret that our correspon- 
dent has evinced So much ignorance of the 
doctrine of the universalists, and has so far 
departed from the spirit of the religion of 
Jesus as to misrepresent the sentimeujeend 
conduct of the universalist. That heis meas- 
ureably unacquainted with universalism, 
will appear evident from the following. 
Speaking of the leading principles of uni- 
versalism, he says, ‘‘ this doctrine teaches 
; mankind, that by the general atonement, 
| which Christ has made for their sins, their 
| final salvation and happiness are absolute/y 
| 





and unconditionally secured to them, and 
do not in the least depend upon any degree 

| of exertion or kind o} practice, which may 
_be used on their part ; that the notion ofa 
future punishment is a mere bugbear of su- 

| perstiion and fanaticism, is supported more 
| by prejudice, than reason or scripture, and 
with prejudice must eventually fall; 
that they may therefore set their minds for 
ever at rest on the subject of their future 
state, for all will be well beyond the grave.” 
Our correspondent has not given the 
leading principle of universalism, Uni- 
versalists do not admit that in consequence 
of the atonement of Christ, the final salva- 
tion and happiness of man are absolutely 
| and unconditionally secured.” They say 
that the atonement was never designed to 
appease the wrath of God, aod make him 
more merciful to his offspring mam Nei- 
ther was it intended to change the purpose 
of God. God was always werciful and 
has not now a solitary purpose, in relation 
to the existence er bappivess of man, that 
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be has not possessed from all past eternity. 
The supposition that Christ died to satis- 
fy certain demands. which God had against 
the sinner, and placate his wrath is the 
grossest absurdity under heaven. The al- 
mighty does aot /eve his creatures any bet- 
ter now than he did before Christ died. 
That God absolutely and unconditionally 
purposed the salvation of all men, is clear- 
ly supported by scripture testimony. God 
promised to “ bless all the nations of the 
earth in the seed of Abraham.” See Gen. 
18. 18 ; Acts ili, 25; Gal. iii. 8. “God, 
in agreement with his solemn asseverations, 
has given us some plain testimony on the 
subject of his purposes. In Eph. 1. 9, 10, 


we read “ Having made known unto us the |; enough to make it known. 


| ply by the translators) in the Lord have I 
| righteousness and strength.” Ps, 22, 27. 
| 66. 3,4, 86, 9. Isa. 45, 23, 24. We 
might quote many more of the same nature, 
but we are confident that our correspon- 
dent will be satisfied with these, if any 
thing will satisfy him. Please, sir, to show 
us a condition In any of the above passa- 
ges. ‘The above is universalism. Uncon- 
ditional and alsolute salvation for all man- 
kind is here secured. What exertion is ne- 
cessary for man, if the above be true ? 
| {f Godhas designed man’s happiness, he 
| has also designed the means necessary to 
consummate that happiness, and if any ex- 
}ertion is required of man, God is kind 
We now tell 





mystery of his will, according to his good | you, sir, that we shall convict you of gross 
pleasure, which he hath purposed in him- | ignorance in relation to our sentiment and 


self, that in the dispensation of the fullness 
of times, he might gather together in one, 
all things in Christ, both which are in hea- 
ven and which are on earth, even in him.” 
Again. ‘ Who will have all men to be sa- 
ved and to come unto the knowledze of the 
truth.” 1 Tim. ii. 4. 


| unwarrantable misrepresentation. 

Qur correspondent has signed himself 
L. We shall address him thes. L. next 
| says, that universalists say, that the no- 
tion of future punishment is a mere bug- 
bear of superstition and fanaticism. What 








We ask our cor- ; universalist ever told you, sir, that the no- 


respondent to consider these divine doc- | tion of future punishment was a mere bug. 


trines the leading principles of universal- | 
ism. Here, sir, is universalism, plainly 
stated. God promises to bless all. He has 
purposed the salvation of all. And the | 
testimony of his servants informs us, that | 
he will fulfil his promise and effect his 
purposes in “ gathering together add things 
in Christ.” God’: purposes are immutable. 
We refer you, sir, to the promise of God, 
and all the passages we have quoted for 
unconditional and universal salvation. We 
will not stop here. We will pile testimo- 
ny upon testimony to support the position, 
The testimony shall be unquestionable. It 
shall be nothing less than the oath of Je- 
hovah. Read the following. “ALD the | 
ends of the world shall remember and turn 
unto the Lord, and ALL the kindreds of 
the nations shall worship before thee.” 
“Through the greatness of thy power shall 
thy enemies submit themselves unto thee, 
and ALL the earth shall worship thee.” 
“ ALL nations whom thou hast made sha!l 
come and worship before thee, O, Lord, 
aud shall glorify thy name.” “ I have | 
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sworn by myself, the word has gone out of 
my mouth in rightcousness and shall not 
return, (that is, it shall not return void, | 
but the thing whereto he sent it shall be 
accomplished,) that unto me every knee 
shall bow and every tongue shall swear, | 
surely shall (onc) say (the word one is a sup- 





| those who do not. 


bear of superstition and fanaticism? In 
whose writings did you ever read this ? We 
probably are as well acquainted with the 
preachers of universalism as our friend L, 
and have read as many of their writings as 
ever he did, and we never heard any 


one say that the doctrine of future punish- 


ment was not true. We tell you, sir, that 
we all believe that men will de punished for 
their sins, and ata future period too. We 
all assent to the doctrine of fidure punish- 
ment. Jf L. means to say, that universal- 
ists deny the doctrine of punisliment in the 
eternal world, we answer, that there are 
those who are mniversalists, who believe 
men will be punzshed in another world, and 
But we never saw, nor 
ever heard of the universalist that said, 
there is no future punishment. IL, will 
please to recollect, that all things are fu- 
ture, and the universalists believe that men 
will be punished for their offences. 

Again says LL. : ‘ Universalism teaches 
mankind, that all will be we/Z with them be- 
vond the grave.” So do the scriptures. 
Read the 15th of 1 Cor. What does Paul 
say upon this subject? Answer. “ For 
since by man came death, by man came al- 


| so the resurrection of the dead, (this means 


all the dead.) Why? “ Foras in Adam 
all die, even so in Uhrist shall all be made 
alive.: 21,22. How shall men be raised ? 
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Answer. ‘So also is the resurrection of 
the dead.” (Ali the dead.) 
in corruption, it is raised in incorruption : 
it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory : 
itis sown in weakness, il is raised in power : 
itis sown a natural body, it is raised a spi- 
ritual body :” see verses 42,43,44. When 
will this take place? Will it not be in 
another world ? Men certainly cannot be 
raised before they are dead. Answer. 
‘* Behold, (give your attention) I show you 
a mystery.” Well, what is it? “ We 
shali not al! sleep, but (but what?) we shall 
{hew many!) ali be changed. Wiil all 
be changed ? Ifso, how and when ?- An- 
swer. ‘ In a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, (when ? ) at the last trump, for the 
trumpeé shall sound and the dead shail be 
raised, {raised how ?) msconrupTiBLe and 
(and what) we shall be changed. So 
when this corruptible shall have put on in- 
corruptible, (does the apostle mean to say 
that this corruption shall pet on incorrup- 
tion ? certainly,) and this mortal shall have 
put on immortality, then shall be brought 
to pass the saying, that is written, death is 
swallowed up in victory.’ Recollect that 
this change is from corruplion to incorrup- 
tion, and from mortal to immortality. 
Men cannot be miserable after they are in- 
corruptible and immortal. Paul, recollect, 
sir, tells men that it w:H be well with them 
beyond the grave. You and Paul must de- 
cide this difficulty which you imagine. 
Such is the language, says L. that uni- 
versalists address to mankind. Such too 
is the language of scripture. What lan- 
guage does L. mean to say is addressed to 
mankind ? Answer. “ That all have un- 
conditional salvation secured to them.” 
Now the scriptures address this language 
to all men, and we must tell L. that his ob- 
jections militate as much against the doc- 
trine of scripture, as against what he sup- 
poses constitutes universalism- Now, if 
the scriptures teach unconditional and uni- 
versal salvation, every man should assent 
io it without reluctance. But instead of 
all men yielding their assent to these glori- 
ous, all important, and consoling truths, 
few, very few, stand forth in their defence. 
We say to L. that as long as the scriptures 
address this language to mankind, we shall 
fearlessly do it. We had rather have a 
morsel of bread with a cup of water for 
our food every day through life with the 
consciousness of believing the assertions of 
our God, and obeying his mandates, than 





“ It is sown. 


| dor and fairness. 








the most costly apparel and lnxurious liy- | 


ing that ever graced the person and board 
of a prince. 

After stating what he calls the “ leading 
principles of universalism,” L. asks, ‘ is 
it possible that there isa man of ten years 
experience in the world, who could be ata 
loss in predicting its(that is universalism’s) 
influence upon the human heart ? We an- 
swer, that itis not possible. But before 
we adopt the unfair conclusion of L. Ict us 
state briefly what universalism enjoins up- 
on tbe world. Universalism tells men to 
“Jove God with all their heart and their 
neighbors as themselves.” Now, sir, you 
know, or ought to kuiow, that “ love works 
no ilk” How then can universalism do 
any harm ? Will it make men more vicious 
to tell them they must obey the whole law ? 
Answer these question fairly and before 
you undertake to “ predict tic influence 
this doctrine will have upon the world,” 
make yourself beller acquainted with its 
principles. 

When we read a few of the first senten- 
ces of L’s communication we flattered our- 
selves with the idea that we had added to 
our list of correspondents, one of great can- 
But when we read the 
following paragraph, we formed a different 
opinion: “ Let us for a moment look 
abroad among the abettors of that (univer- 
salism) doctrine. What is their general cha- 
racter? It is a notorious fact that they (the 
abettors) constitute, by far, the majority of 
that class of the community who are con- 
sidered vicious and tmmoral. Who hes 
not seen the smile of exultation and triumph 
kindling in the countenance of the drunk- 
ard, the debauchee, the murderer or blas- 
phemer, while he sat listening to the soul- 
consoling news— “ Fear not;” you may 
rest assured that nothing but peace and 
happiness await you in the regions of im- 
mortality.” 

Misrepresentation and illiberality char- 
acterize the above paragraph. It cannot 
be that L. sincerely believes what he has 
asserted. If he does we truly pity him. 
We tell you, sir, that it is not * a notorious 
fact, that the universalists constitute by far 
the majority of that clas of community con- 
sidered vicious and immoral.” We do not 


boast of being better than all the rest of the 
world, but we tell you that we can find ma- 
ny drunkards, debauchees, murderers, and 
blasphemers, that are not universalists. We 
will compare character for character, man 
for man, with you any day. Come, sir, 
We, sir, moreover inform vou 


to the test. 
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that you cannot find as many characters of 
the above description among ‘the univer- 
salists, aS We Can among our opponents. 
Go to our county and state prisons and see 
how many vuniversalists you can find in 
those places, where persons are assembled 
from all parts of the country. If we are 
correctly informed, among the vest num- 
ber of convicts which are confined in the 
state prison at Auburn, there is not a soli- 
tary person who believes in the “ restitu- 
tion of all things.” ‘There are in this pri- 
son a number of men who were once cler- 


gymen, and these clergymen without a sol- 


itary exception, were preachers of cternal 
torinents. If it be a truth that the abet- 
tors of this doctrine “ constitute the ma- 
jority of the vicious and immora/,” how is 
it that they have not some of them in 
state prison. Itis a fact (and we will say 
it will become notorious) that your asser 


tion is not entitled to the character of truth. , 


To the question, who has not seen the 
smile of exultation and triumph kindle in 
the countenances of drunkards, &c. whilst 
they sat listening to the soul-consoling news 
of Fear not, &c. we will briefly answer. 
You 


those persons being pleased, when the pro- 


phets of God proclaimed the news of; 
The angel preached | 


* Fear not, &e.”’ 
‘“ fear not,’ "and shall we not do the same ? 
Please read Luke ii. 10. Do you suppose 
that the angel preached a licentious doc- 
trine, a doctrine that would cause the smile 


of exultation to kindle in the countenance | 


of the drunkard, debauchece, murderer, or 
blasphemer ?” If this pteases sinners, it 


certainly fails to please another class of 


society. The proud pharisee, that thinks 
himself a peculiar favourite and entitled 
exclusively to the happiness of heaven, is 
more opposed to this doctrine than any 
other person. Pharisaism is the same now 
that it always was. Eighteen hundred 
years have not altered the nature of this old 
‘“leaven.” %Itseems to have * leavened | 
the whole lump?’ It was rank pharisaism 
that opposed the preaching of Jesus. It 
is pharisaism that opposes universalists. It 
was pharisaism that said he was not fit to 
live, and forbid his preaching in syna- 
gogucs, tis pharisatsm that says, “ away 
with the universaiists ;” you must not read 
their writings, nor hear their preaching ; 
you must not hold intercourse with them, 
uocy are sinners, turn them out of the syn- | 
aun TUCS. 

+ Luord of life and glory,” and it is pha- | 


the ; 


a 


cannot, sir, produce an instance of | 


j 
} 
I) was pharisaism that crucified 
| 


risaism that would deprive universalists of 
their rights, and perhaps lives, if the laws 
of our country did not protect us. But as 
Jesus pitied and forgave the ancient phari- 
sees, so may we forgive the modern. 





FOR THE INQUIRER. 
Rey. Sin— 

I have had an opportunity of perusing 
the two first numbers of the Inquirer, and 
find them open and free. I have had many 
thoughts of addressing you upon the all- 
important subject of our future destiny, I 
know, sir, that yourrespectable paperholds 
forth free salvation toall. But whether it 
can be thoroughly proved by scripture or 
uot, is a matter of no smal! concern to me. 
4 conceive, sir, that I have a soul of too 
much value te risk upon every flimsy foun- 
dation .Dear sir, there is a passage of scrip- 
‘ture recorded in the sccand epistle of Paul 
|tothe Thessalonians, and beginning at the 
7th verse of the first chapter, which reads 
ithus : “ When the Lord Jesus shall be re- 
|** vealed from heaven with his mighty an- 
‘gels in flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
“them that know not God, and that obey 
* not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
‘‘ who shail be punished with EVERLASTING 
* destruction from the presence of the Lord 
'* and from the glory of his power, when 
? ‘he shall come. to be g'orified in his saints 
and to be admired in all them that be- 
‘lieve in that day.” Upon the above [ 
should be glad to have you give your opi- 
nion. 

Dear sir, I am/well aware that of the word 
everlasting it will be said thatit is of a limit- 
ed duration. But, sir, if the word everlast- 
ing is to be destroyed, where it has an al- 
lusion to the punishment of the wicked, 
why not as well where it has an allusion to 
life everjasting and future happiness £ 

Now, sir, if this passage can be properly 
explained away, without destroying the 
Jorce of language I shall at once be led 
to belicye in universal salvation by Christ. 

PYours respectfully. V*****, 
Newport, July 18, 1823. 


REMARKS. 
Ia explaining this passage, it is necessa- 
ry toinguire who were “ to be punished 
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j with everlasting destruction, &c.? The 
answer is plain. They were those who 
| disobeyed the gospel of Christ. There 


can be no doubt but the apostle here allu- 
ded to the unbelieving Jews who had put 
to death the Lord of Iife and glory. It 
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judge men. 
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will be seen by consulting the context, that | 
the apostle was comforting the church at) 
Thessalonica with the following language, | 
‘to you who are troubled, probably by the | 
Jews, rest with us: whenthe Lord Jesus | 
shall be revealed in flaming fire, with his 
angels.”’ Xc. 

2. Whea were the unbelieving Jews to 
be punished ? The answer to this ques- 
tion is found in the 10th verse, and is in the 
following terms: “when he (thatis Christ) 
shall come to be glorilied.” Let it be re- 
collected that Paul wrote this epistle some 
time before Jerusalem was destroyed. Let 
it also be recollected, that our Saviour in- 
formed his disciples of the generation in 
which he would come and what would be | 
the consequence. When did or when will 
Christ come ? Common opinion says, that 
he will come at the end of the material 
world. Ov, rather at the close of the grand 
drama of human affairs, Chiist will sit on | 
his throne, cause his angels to assemble 
the vast fami.y of man, open the books and 
proceed to decide the fate of every crea- 
ture. It is proper here to notice a neces- 
sary distinction. If we go into eternity to 
be judged, there 1s a great impropriety in | 
saying Christ shall come into this world to 
Aad so in the subject before ; 
us, if it be said that men are to be punish- 
ed with everlasting destruction, in anoth- | 
er world, it is nonsense to say, that they 
shall be punished when he comes. It 
should rather be when men go. Our Sa 
viour told his disciples that he should come 
in the then generation, and during the life 
time of some of them: See Matt. 16, 27, 
28, 24,34. If you believe his words the 
matter is plain. 

3. The punishment: Believers in endless 
torments depend upon the equivocal ierms 
everlasting, forever, &c. to support their 
heart writhing hypothesis, and they say 
as V. has ae the same terms 
are used to express the duration of the 
happiness of the righteous, that.express the 
misery of the wicked. This haj to be 
a mistake. The apostle has ‘that 
we shall be made emmortal a corrupt- 
thle. This expresses the duration of man’s 
happiness. V. will please to remember 
that corruption is the cause of misery. 
That misery is the consequence of corrup- 
tion. He will also recollect that men can- 
not be miserable without a cause. Des- 





~ 


| 
t 















troy the cause and the effect will cease. 
No one dare deny these premises. Now, 
sir, we tel! you that corruption (if the apos- | 
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(le told the truth) will end ; that men will 
be made incorruptible, and that they can- 
not bemiserable after they shall be tneorrupt - 
ible andimmortat. To make man tncorrupt- 
ible isto make him holy. And it is just as 
absurd to say, that a holy man can be mis- 
erable, as it is to assert, that an immortal 
being can die. Recollect, sir, that death 
is the consequence of sin. Now man is to be 
made immertal and can never afterwards 
know anydeath. Arc not here stronger terms 
prove the happiness of the righteous (all 
are to be made dncerruptible and if incor- 
roptible, righteous) than the misery of the 
wicked ? 

IA relation to the term everlasting, we 
say, it is used to express duration or con- 
tinuance. It is sometimes of a short, and 
at other times of a longer, duration. The 
definition of this term as given by Scarlett, 
in his translation of the New ‘Testament, 
must satisfy every reasonable man, that the 
doctrine of endless misery cannot be main- 
tained by this equivocal word. 

The following, (with a little variation, on 
the word aion) are his editorial remarks 
on this subject. 

* The word aionion as an adjective oc- 
curs 71 timesin the New Testament. The 
common translation has rendered it once 
EVER, 42 times ETERNAL, 3. times 
WORLD, and 25 times EVERLAST- 
ING. 

* The word aionion expresses duration 
or continuance ; but it is sometimes of a 
short, and at other times of a longer dura- 
tion. Paul, writing to Philemon concern- 
ing Onesimus, says, ‘ Perhaps he was sepa- 
rated for a while, that thou mightest have 
him aionionly.’ ‘This certainly could mean 
only during the life of Onesimus. 

“So also Jude, i. 7. says, ‘ Sodom 
and Gomorrah were destroyed, and sei 
forth for an example, suffering the ven- 
geance of atonton fre.’ Though this fire 
lasted upwards of 2,000 years, it is now 
extinct. See note, page 27. 

* But that atonion doth not mean end- 
less or eternal, may appear from consider- 
ing that no adjective can have a greater 
force than the subsiantive from which it is 
derived: thus black cannot mean more 
than blackness ; white cannot mean more 
than whiteness.” 

‘That aionion cannot mean more than 
avon, Will more fully appear from the age 
jective great, which cannot mean more than 
greatness ; and yct great may sometimes 
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be more, and sometiines less, according to 
that to which it is applied ; but never can, 
of itself, mean strictly infinite ; notwith- 
standing we say, ‘The great Jehovah,’ for 
Jehovah, who is infinite, must necessarily 
he great ; yet, it does not necessarily fol- 
Jow that great must, with equal necessity, 
mean infinite when applied to God. The 
adjective great, as expressive of magnitude, 
is as near te the Greek word aionion, as 
expressive of duration, as any perhaps in 
our language. Yct we say, a great apple, 
n great ox, agreat house, a great mountain, 
and also ‘the great God’ Rev. 19, 17. In 
all of which cases, except the latter, those 
things are only comparatively great, as 
Standing in relation to others of the same 
kind. While God is definitely, the great 
and mighty ONE with whom there can be 
no comparison. Therefore, 

* If aion means age, and its plural ages, 
(which none either will or can deny,) then 
dionion must mean age lasting, or duration 
to the age or ages, to which the thing spo- 
ken of, relates. That this is the meaning 
of the word in the Septuagent, will not be 
disputed by any one that recollects the 
dionion covenant of circumcision made 
with Abraham: Gen. 17,13. The aton- 
son covenant of priesthood with Phineas : 
Num. 26, 13. The aioniun statute of the 
day of atonement: Lev. 16, 34, &c. &c. 

[t would be a contradiction both to Scrip- 
ture and common sense, to ascribe eternity 
to those things mercly because they are 
said to be of a@tonion duration ; for it is ev- 
ident that the aion or age, to which all these 
things related, is experienced and gone ; 
the aionion covenants and statute, &c. are 
waxed old, and have vanished away. 

When the reader meets with the phrase 
monion God, (that is, in Scarlett’s transla- 
tion, or with the eternal God, in the com- 
mon trans{ation of the bible) he will under- 
stand thereby that God reigns through all 
the azons or ages, whether past, present, or 
tocome: and aionion spirit is the holy spi- 
rit, who has presided over the church in all 
“ges or aions.’ 

When V. will point oat the passage which 
expressly threatens men with end/ess misery, 
we will give more credence to this doctrine, 
than we do now. But we fearlessly assert 
that V. can never do this, for the plain rea- 
son, that there is no place in the bible 
which says men shall be “ punished with- 
oui end” and with ** never ending punish- 
ment,’ with “ jadissoluble sorrow,” with 
* endless misery,” nor any thing of the 
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kind. We tell V. that the learned know 
better than to attempt a support of this 
doctrine: of endless misery, when and 
where they can be opposed. ‘They are 
convinced ikat their cause is indefensible. 
They dare not meet any man of decent ta- 
lent, in the field of fair investigation. 
They will endanger their salaries by do- 
ing this. Ed. 

Answer to Thomas continued from page !%. 

{n our last number we concluded our an- 
swer to the first question of Thomas and 
satisfactorily, as we think, established the 
position which we assumed, and clearly 
showed that sin is not infivite. If Thom- 
as is not satisfied with our arguments we. 
ask him to review with candor, without 
prejudice, the matter and manner of our re- 
marks, and if he does not then become sa- 
tisfied that sin is not infinite we shall be 
happy in seeing him point out the incon- 
sistent, improper, and unfair ground which 
we may have taken. Until we canbe 
shown how an intiniie creature, like man, 
can commit an infinite evil. we shall retain 
our former opinion, aud fearless!y say to 
the world, that the hypothesis which makes 
sin infinite, is destitute of rationaiity, truth 
and propriety. 

Having fairly disposed of the first ques- 
tion of our correspondent, we proceed 
with much pleasure to eiuswer his sec- 
ond. And here we are lost almost in 
amazement, in viewing the spectacle that 
surrounds us. Evidences, indubitable ev- 
idences of the falstty of endless misery roll 
before us in sublime, orderly, and yet rapid 
succession. Wherever we turn our eyes, 
we behold multiplied testimonies in favor 
of a contrary supposition. We see the face 
of nature, gilded with the radiant beams of 
a morning sun, pourtraying, in a masterly 
manner, the unbounded, the unfathomed, 
the never-failing and@mpartial goodness of 
the Father of all flesh! Our fields are 
croaning beneath the weight of the ap- 
proa uxuriant harvest, while our 
mea re teeming with lovely grecn. 
The flo id herds of a thousand hills, 
the birds which soar aloft in the air, the 
beasts that dwell in the forest, with all the 
finny tribe, are so many additional eviden- 
ces of God’s unvarying and boundless be- 
nevolence. The sportive and nimble lamb 
as he skips across the field, the lowing herd 
as he nips the bud from the luxuriant fol- 
iage, the warbling songster, while perched 
on a lofty tree, or winging bis way thro’ 
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ject of his love ? Does God love man, and 


ject, no man will ever be made endlessly 














the ethereal regions, with his melodious 


notes, and the buck that bounds through | nothing more than fintte punishment. ‘To 


the forest unitedly display the goodness of 


God. Nature bears the impress, the divine | mitted no more than one, would be the 
ndeed we may | height of madness and cruelty, 


impress of beneficence. 
ask in the language of the Poet, 


“* Where can we go where universal love 
Smiles not around,” 


How then can a being who has given so 
many conclusive, so many incontrovertible, 
so many powerful energetic, and varied 
evidences of his goodnes and yet caused 
al! to harmonize, punish without end one ob- 


will he make him miserable eternally? We 
are confident that it is useless to ask these 
questions among people who know the 
force of terms. And ail, (that know any 
thing) well know too, that it is a violation 
of the rules of propriety, and a contradic- 
tion in terins to say, that the object of love 
properly exercised, can ever be injured. 
I then God ioves all men and love by its 
operations produces happiness to the ob- 


miserable. Here we are willing to bring 
the subject to issue, and do not fear the 
consequences. Let it be impressed upon 
the mind of aran, that God almighty, wise 
and kind, cherishes the purest affection for 
him and he will reject the idea of endless 
torments, as an unreasonable and unmer- 
ciful dogma. But we must no longer in- 
dulge in thie digression, but proceed di- 
rectly to answer the second question of 
Thomas. 

Will the misery of the wicked be end- 
less ? 

We answer this question as we answered 
the first, and again pledge ourselves to sup- 
port our opinion. Thoinas will please to 
recollect the concession which he made in 
his communication. He will recollect that 
he said, * every pui ent is properly 
apportioned to the crime, and that God 
will not inflict a great punishme 
gnall sin.” With this admission 
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what shall we say? Shall we Say. 
that men will be punished always? Will 


Thomas still contend, will any one dare to | 
say, the doctrine of endless misery is Wue. | 
after making these concessions ? “ None,” | 
says Thomas, ‘“ are to be punished with a | 
great punishment for committing small | 
sins. Very good. How then can it be | 
said, that man, who has commi aaa: 
bounded by finity will be puni call | 


eternity? 11 punishment is apportioned te ! 















the crime, man must receive for finite sia 








































punish for ten crimes, when he had com- 


To send 

him to an endless hell and roast him in fire 

and brimstone eternally in the coming world 

for sinning a few short days while taberna- 

cling in the flesh would be a hard case in- 

deed. We confess, that we are not in pos- 

session of language sufficiently pointed and 

severe to express our abhorrence of this 
heart-withering and agonizing hypothesis. 

We can only observe, that the ground as- | 
sumed by our opponents, is altogether un- | 
tenable, inasmuch as they are unable to 
support the doctrine of iniinite sin. Here 

is the cause of misery ; destroy this cause 

and the effect will cease. We shall show, 

in our next, that the sinner will not be pu- 

nished endlessly. 

(To be continued.) 





FOR THE INQUIRER. 


A PARODY 


ON S. WOODWORTH’S LANGUAGE OF LOVE. 


Yes, love can discourse independent of man, 
And in vain we endeavor to frustrate the plan ; 
Attend then its accents and deign to approve 
For religion dear friends is the language of love. 


’Tis true the inventions of man may impart 

A counterfeit sentiment, tutor’d by art 

But nought can the pulses of sympathy move 
Like religion, for that is the language of love. 


The tone of affection is fram’d in the soul, 

Tis spirit ; unfetter*d by matter's control, 

For what is the language of Seraphs above, 

But religion ; and there ‘tis the language of love. 


Then doubt, mv dear friends al! proftssions that tell 
That the spirit in Wisery ever shall dwell, 

But doubt not the soul's aspirations, which prove 
That Religion is stili the true language of Jove. 


Hi. 


-— 


((" ANOTHER CONVERSION. 

A Mr. Fliphatet Case, jun. of Plymouth, (Mass) 
has recently been converted to the faith of Universal 
Sajgation. For 2bout seven years be has beena 
member, and four vears a preacher in the Methodist 
Lpiscepal church.---U, Mag. 


————_ & 


AGENTS FOR THE INQUIRER. 


Silas Thompson, Salisbury; D’ Brayton, Fairfield; 
D. Burton, New-Port ; John Graves, Russia ; Jobn 
P. Snell, Macheim ; Squire Holmes, Little Laker 3 
Ira Chase, Utica; Kev. 8. R. Smith, Clinton; Rev. 
S. Jones, Augustin; Rev. Oliver Ackley Hamilton 
Rev. bE. Ferris, Unadilla; S$. Devendorif, Minden ¢ 
Anson Cary, Oxford: A. Richardson, Hartwick ¢ 
J. Adams, Troy ; William Stowell, Hopeviile B. 
Kneelaud, Charleston ; 1. Dubots, Kingstou ; Judce 
Devendorf. Verona. 
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Mbe mediam of our agents or otherwise. 
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> Te all whom tt may concern. 
Notice is hereby given, that in conse- 
quence of a very extensive increase of pat- 
ronage to this paper, which makes my task 
quite too tedious, and wishing to relieve my 


mind entirely of that responsibility, with | 


which a publisher is involved, I have, on 
this 2d day of August, 1823, transferred 
the publishing department of “ the Gos- 
ee ‘ > zx) .") 
pel Inquirer,” to the Rev. G. B. Lisher, 
who will hereafter be the proper person to 
transact any business in relation to said pa- 
per, from its Commencement. 


C. NICHOLS. 





FOR THE INQUIRER. 
REFLECTIONS. 
How awful is a prospect sure, 
Vhat souls immortal must endure 
Kierual woe and pain. 
Through endless ages they shall groan, 
Shall weep and wail; their fate bemoan, 
And raise their cries in vain, 


In vain L search the scripture through, 
And caadidly each passage view, 
Where threavnings do abound ; 
jut must confess the search is vain; 
Yhroughout the scriptures, it is plain, 
This doctrine can‘t be found, 


But in this sacred book we read 

The promise sure in Abra’ms seed 
All nations shall be blest ; 

Shall bow before Jehovah's throne, 

Shall worship God and hin alone, 
Aod find eternal rest, 


And there we have the precious word, 

That all the * ransom‘d of the Lord,’ 
To zion will return, 

With * songs of joy, a heavenly tay: 

Sickness and pain shall flee away, 
And friends shall cease to moura, 


Pareui divine ! our hearts expand, 
That we may rightly understand 
Thy matchless love to man ; 
Then shall we all with one accord, 
tender to thee our praises, Lord, 
in one Kteroal strain, 
OSCAR, 


Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all 
ye lands: for the Lord is good ; his mer- 
cy is everlasting ; and his truth endureth 
to all generations, VIBLE. 

NOTICE. 

Several communications are received and will be 
inserted as soon as we have roo. 

No communication forwarded by mari can be re- 
ceived except the postage be paid. 

“ersons Wishing to become subscribers to the 


eore-r 
Terms of this Paper..--This paper is afforded at 
the moderate price of one dollar a vear, payable 
inadvance. 
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can forward theie names, thro’ | 
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(3° To Patrons ann Reavers. 

Mt will be perceived by this number, of 
the paper, that the Editor has assumed, in 
addition to the editorial, the publishing de- 
partment of “ The Gospel Inquirer.” 
From this it will be inferred that the edi 
tor’s pecuniary responsibility is increased, 
The editor flatters himself that his brethren 
'will lend their assistance in rendering this 
| paper a vehicle of good news and a pro- 
/moter of the cause of divine and univer- 
| sal benevolence. He hopes they will con- 

tribute, as much as they can conveniently, 
to its intellectual support. 

Our brethren, who are agents for the In- 
| quirer, will receive our thanks for the liber- 
_ality and disposition to promote the cause 
of truth, which they have already evinced, 
and allow us to repeat our solicitations for 
; a Continuance and increase of their exer- 

tions, in circulating this paper. ‘They will 

perceive the propriety of augmenting the 
! list of subscribers, and forwarding the mo- 
/nies due us, in the places where they re- 
side. 

We cannot refrain from expressing the 
gratitude we feel, and the high respect we 
entertain for a few brethren, who have par- 
ticularily distinguished themselves bytheir 
| liberality and uncommon exertions in ef- 
-fecting the establishment of this paper. To 
| thesé we say, you have our warmest thanks, 








| &best wishes for your prosperity. We can- 


not close without congratulating our friends 
on our present flattering prospects. Our 
list of subscribers is already very respecta- 
| ble in point of number. And notwithstand- 
‘ing a council has been held, not athousand 
_ miles from us, to devise means to strangle 
‘this paper im its infancy, the spirit of in- 
| quiry appears to have received new vigor, 
-and the anxiety to-ohtain the Inquirer, and 
countenance our feeble efforts in diffusing 
| the knowledge of “oe unbounded geodness 
| becomes daily mor® and more apparent. 

We hope our friends will, one and all, 
uniteg@iith us, in disseminating the doc- 
| trine iversal salyation, and insure the 
| prosperity of this paper, by being faith- 
| fulin the discharge of their respective dut- 


| 
| 
| ies. G. B. LISHER. 
| 














The Lord upholdeth all that fall, and raiseth up all 
| those that be bowed down ; the cyes of all wait upon 
| thee, xod thou givest them their meet in due season. 
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«; BY CHARLES NICHOLS, AT 
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